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This is an image for a slide picture
show from the Taylor collection 1890.
courtesy of
www.picture.norfolk.gov.uk .  
With a little manipulation we can
read the headstone on the left
Soloman Levy.  Son of Jonas.  We
believe further examination and
research in records will say 1802-
1810.  

In July we will commence the second year as a support group. We have been fortunate this
year in receiving a donation of £500 from the Blue Badge Town Guides of Kings Lynn.   We
intend to put this to good use in repairing three of the head stones,  gently clean all the
memorials on site and then biocide to limit the future algae growth.  Marsha Parker , our
secretary has started research into this community by visiting the London Metropolitan
Archives and seeing the original  documents relating to the community.  There are some
more interesting stories to tell. This cemetery supported a Jewish community of Sephardi
(originating from Iberia)  and Ashkenazi  (originating from Eastern Europe)  Jews who had
moved from various places to King’s Lynn in the 17th Century. 

Welcome 

Jewish Cemetery Friends’ Association

In this edition we focus on
the latest discoveries about

the Levi family.

http://www.picture.norfolk.gov.uk/


Hard Times in 1783

The Norfolk Chronicle 7th June 1783
On Thursday se'nnight, in the evening, as one Jonas LEVI, a Jew, son of Solomon LEVI, of
Lynn, a youth about the age of 16 years, was travelling home, he was overtaken by a sailor near
Setch, who walked with him about a mile, and the weather then proving very rainy, they got
under a hedge for shelter, near West Winch, a village about three miles from Lynn, when the
sailor insisted upon LEVI's delivering him his money, otherwise he would kill him. -- LEVI
immediately gave him a guinea, which was all the money he had, but the sailor, not contented
with that, immediately with a cudgel beat the young man very terribly, and it is supposed left
him for dead, and then made off.   LEVI soon after recovering his senses crept towards the
road, and was happily taken up by a post-chaise, which conveyed him to Lynn, and he is now
thought out of danger. And on Friday evening a sailor, whose name is FOX, was taken up at
West-Winch, on suspicion of being the perpetrator of this horrid act.   He was taken to Lynn,
and carried before Martin Folks RISHTON, Esq., who after hearing the evidence of several
witnesses, and particularly of the unfortunate youth, who without hesitation accused the sailor
of being the person, ordered him to gaol. He is to be removed to our castle in order to take his
trial at the next assizes.  

9th August Sunday night the felons in the Castle made an attempt 
to break through the cell, which they had nearly effected, but were.
discovered in time; they are now double-ironed, and chained down to the floor.
The ringleader, and most desperate amongst them is FOX, the footpad from Lynn, who robbed
and cruelly beat the son of Mr LEVI, silversmith of the same place. He declares the place shall
not hold him. -- One poor fellow, whom the rest suspected to have discovered their attempt, is
desperately wounded in the head with stick by one GROOM. The poor fellow is obliged to be
kept by himself, to prevent their murdering him.
23 August  And on Wednesday ended the assizes at the Crown-side, when Robert FOX,
convicted of robbing Isaac LEVI of King's Lynn, travelling silversmith, and most dangerously
beating him, received sentence of death, and is, we hear, to be executed at some place near the
town of Lynn.
6th September Yesterday Robert FOX, now under sentence of death, was conveyed to Lynn, in
order to be executed this day on Hardwicke Common, near Lynn. He is not twenty years of
age.
13th September Saturday last was executed at Hardwick Common, near Lynn, pursuant to his
sentence, Robert FOX, for robbing and cruelly treating Isaac LEVI, a Jew lad about 16 years
of age. At the place of execution his behaviour was manly and decent, and upon the whole
becoming his unhappy situation. He acknowledged his being guilty of the crime for which he
suffered, and confessed his having committed two other robberies, the one on Mr STURLEY, a
farmer Leziate; the other on Mr GROOM of Congham.
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Advertisements for the Levi family business.  
More evidence that the family were silversmiths,
watchmakers and jewellers. 
A mourning ring would be worn after he death of
a loved one and would bear their name, date of
death, and sometimes a motto or their image

Norfolk Chronicle 9th Feb 1782  
Solomon LEVI, Silversmith, of King’s

Lynn, in the County of Norfolk, thanks the
Public in general for all past Favours,and

hopes to continue the same, as he has now laid in
a large Assortment of large and small Plate
of the neatest and newest Fashion, against the

Mart; likewise Gold, Silver, and Metal
Watches, of the newest Make, and all Sorts of
Jewellery Ware of the newest Taste; also all

Sorts of Birmingham and Sheffield Goods in
the plated Way. Gives the best Price for old

Gold and Silver, in Exchange, or Ready
Money, and makes Mourning Rings with the

quickest Expedition.

Soloman Levi died in 1785 and his last will and testament can be found in
the National Archives.  
His son Jonas Jonas moves back to London
Insolvency prevented Sarah his wife from paying Death duties. Jonas
seemed to have been a bankrupt in 1797,1808 and 1829 as well as at his
death in 1846.



The latest

Descendants
The persons in the photo are
Christine Levy Mitchell (aged 90)
in the purple coat and her two
daughters in January 2004.

They did not know it but they are
standing by the headstone of
Soloman Levy, their ancestors son.


